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pathetic understanding which in a ruler is often far more
important than rational brilliancy.
Neither in the Imperial family nor among the nobility
was there anyone who better appreciated the value of a
ruble or a kopeck than Emperor Alexander IIL He made
an ideal treasurer for the Russian people, and his econom-
ical temperament was of incalculable assistance in the solu-
tion of Russia's financial problems. Had not the Emperor
doggedly warded off the incessant raids upon the Russian
treasury and checked the ever-present impulse to squander
the public funds accumulated by the sweat and blood of
the people, Vyshnegradski and myself could never have suc-
ceeded in putting the nation back upon its feet financially.
Alexander Ill's prudence In government expenditures
was matched by his personal thrift* Abhorring luxury and
lavish spending, he led an extremely simple life. When he
grew tired of his own table, he would ask for a common
soldier's or a hunter's rneal. This economy was some-
times carried too far. The Imperial table was always rela-
tively poor, and the food served at the Court Marshal's
board was sometimes such as to endanger the health. Alex-
ander III was extremely economical with his wearing ap-
parel. I had a curious proof of this when I accompanied
the Emperor on one of his railway trips. Since I found it
impossible, on account of rny responsibility, to sleep of
nights, I would often catch glimpses of His Majesty's valet
mending the Emperor's trousers. On one occasion I asked
him why he didn't give his master a new pair instead of
mending the old so often. "Well, I would rather have it
that way," he answered, "but His Majesty won't let me.
He Jhsists on wearing his garments until they are thread-
bare. It is the same with his boots. Not only does he
wear them as long as possible, but he refuses to put on
expensive ones. If I should bring him patent leather boots,
he would angrily throw them out of the window." The